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Dear lovely Bath Time readers, 

As you can tell from the title of this, I’m Genevieve Redgrave, Bath Time’s newest Editor-in-Chief. The third 
one in charge of the magazine but in a long, long line of student publication editors here at Bath, we aim to 
uncover some of Bath’s biggest and juiciest stories.  Despite the average age being somewhere over 70 and a uni 
that goes regularly unscathed from national scandal, Bath isn’t all Abbey tours and Austen afternoon tea and 
we’re determined to bring you all the shocking stories you deserve to know about. And don’t worry, we haven’t 
got rid of the erotica section just yet…

I can’t wait for you all to read this year’s very first issue where we see if it really is fun to stay at the YMCA when 
the university fail to provide you with permanent accommodation for Fresher’s Week. Despite the year only 
getting started, although as a final year it feels like I’ve been dropped in the deep end and I’ve forgotten how to 
swim, the start of term has kicked off with a bang. We’ve been treated to some rugby at the rec (and the flu from 
the bitter cold as an extra special gift), clashes from the Hong Kong protests on Parade as well as October being 
a very important month for us all; Breast Cancer Awareness month, World Mental Health day as well as Black 
History month. To hear more about what this means for our black students on campus, head to pages 11-14 for 
our collaboration with the African Caribbean Society. 

Putting together this magazine was an absolute dream for me because ever since I got an unhealthy obsession 
with Ugly Betty as a kid I’ve been passionate about newspapers and magazines. I now manage to spend approx-
imately half my time flicking through British Vogue and Elle, oh and obviously copious amounts of hard-hit-
ting political journalism as well. In my best Carrie Bradshaw monologue, I’ve always wondered what I’d write 
in my very own letter from the Editor, if I was ever left in charge....and now here we are! God help us all ahaha! 
I can’t wait for the year ahead (although hopefully it doesn’t come around too quickly, please and thank you 
dissertation) and for you all to see what we’ve got in store for you here at Bath Time. I hope you enjoy reading 
this first issue as much as myself and the team have loved making it, and if you ever fancy yourself as a bit of 
writer or just want to help out in making the next one then head on over to our social media to come and join 
the team!

With love,

Genevieve xx
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Genevieve Redgrave
Editor-in-Chief

If you can’t find Genevieve she’s probably somewhere applying yet another coat of red lipstick, playing the saxophone 
(badly), or trying her very best to explain that she’s definitely from London despite her Kent postcode. In her final 
year of Politics and International Relations, to keep her happy it’s best if you don’t mention the B word to her, unless 
you mean Beyoncé or Bake off and if all else fails she can always be talked round with a good veggie curry and a 
lukewarm cup of tea.

Seb Porteous Ward Eloise Sacares

Emily JohnstoneChloë Coules

Nicole AllenÉlie Breton Des Loÿs

Emily GodonHarry Bridge

Seb is a final year Politics and IR student, 
who is yet to come to terms with the fact 
he’s no longer a fresher. When he’s not 
napping in lectures, Seb can be found 
working on the door or working the 
dance floor in most of Bath’s clubs.

Emily is a final year Psychology student. 
By now, she was hoping to have mind 
reading abilities but the only treatment 
she’s good at is retail therapy. She’s the 
resident snack queen and is never too 
far away from a Jaffa cake. She’s obsessed 
with dogs and can’t wait for the day that 
puppies can distribute Bath Time.

As a Psychology student, Chloe is learn-
ing to understand the inner workings 
of people’s minds. However, she is still 
yet to figure out why anyone would use 
comic sans. When she isn’t analysing 
the world around her, she enjoys ranting 
about climate change and naming her 
future dogs.

Nicole is a final year Sport and Exercise 
Science student who likes to think she is 
edgier than a dodecahedron. A fun fact 
about Nicole is that she started universi-
ty with a boyfriend but is ending it with 
a girlfriend - she’s like Hannah Montana, 
getting the best of both worlds.

Elie is our token European editor who 
loves writing reviews and watching 
movies. So much so that this year alone 
he has seen over a hundred of them and 
keeps watching obscure indie films. Elie 
studies Politics and Spanish and drinks 
at least thirty cups of tea a day.

Can’t find Emily? Head to the Edge Cafe. 
If she’s not sipping *decaf* coffee while 
studying more modules than she should 
be, she’s probably filling her time with 
sport...without actually doing a sport. If 
you didn’t know she’s from Kent, half-
French and has a fringe, she’ll tell you 
in-between the gossip.

Hi there, I’m Harry and I’m going to be 
News and Comment Editor for the paper 
this year. I lived in China and Singapore 
and like politics and economics way too 
much for a normal person. I’m looking 
forward to reading everything you write 
about the crazy world we live in!

Elle is our Online Deputy Editor, despite 
her only IT experience being from 5 
failed ‘lifestyle’ blogs in her teenage 
years. Nowadays, she is known as Elle, 
inspired by the fierce determination of 
Elle Woods, studies Politics, and spends 
most of her time drinking 4W coffee or 
at Mandy’s karaoke.

Deputy Editor (Print) Deputy Editor (online)

News and Comment Editor Features Editor

Lifestyle Editor Sport Editor

Design Editor Publicity and Distribution Officer

Meet The Team
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University, for any young person, is one of the most 
daunting experiences they will face in life. For the large 
majority of the student body, this is the first time they 
have lived away from home, making every aspect of this 
new life an unknown. Potentially the biggest grey cloud 
looms over the prospect of living with your peers which 
forms the basis of every student’s university experience. 
These relationships, as well as the safety net of this 
accommodation can make or break your time at any 
university. Yet this uncertainty can only spiral when it 
is revealed over a phone call merely a week before the 
planned move in date that the university has oversub-
scribed all of its accommodation. For some University of 
Bath Freshers, instead of moving into university-owned 
halls, they were in fact going to be moving into the 
YMCA. 

Due to conflicting statements from students, University 
representatives and Freshers’ Week Captains, reports of 
the number of students affected has ranged from 16 to 
25 individuals. According to a University of Bath spokes-
person, the true number of students that would have to 
stay in the YMCA was unknown up until Arrivals day. 
The University alleges that as a number of students often 

fail to turn up without prior communication, a true 
reflection of the oversubscription of rooms could not be 
accounted for. Additionally, multiple students withdraw 
at the last minute or confirm their place late which sug-
gests the University could not accurately confirm exactly 
how many students would be needing rooms prior to 
move in. However, in order for the YMCA rooms to be 
booked, the University must have been aware in advance 
that they had enrolled more students than the available 
number of rooms.

The decision-making behind which students would be 
placed into this temporary accommodation remains 
unclear. It was reported to Bath Time that the major-
ity of students affected were late applicants, but with 
record numbers of students going through clearing, it is 
likely that there were many more students who were in 
the same position but were instead provided Universi-
ty-owned accommodation. For one fresher, her status as 
a vulnerable student seemed to go unnoticed when she 
was placed in temporary housing despite being a recipi-
ent of the Estrangement Bursary. 

The YMCA was reportedly selected due to its ability to 
house the students in individual rooms which accord-
ing to those who stayed, consisted of one small bed, a 
wardrobe and a sink. On one floor there was merely one 
toilet and two showers available to be shared between 
ten rooms. No cooking facilities were provided except a 
toaster and microwave in a communal area which were 
to be shared across the 200-room facility. The Univer-
sity, alongside a yearly bus pass, provided a £70 food 
and drink credit per week but according to multiple 
students, they struggled to use the credit and found it 
inconvenient to travel to campus at every meal time to 
be able to use it. This resulted in many of them having 
to fund takeaways for most meals throughout their stay, 
which became an unsustainable expense made worse by 
student finance not yet coming through. 

Is it fun to stay at the YMCA?
By Genevieve Redgrave and Emily Johnstone

Photography by Chloe Coules

“accommodation can make or 
break your time at any university”
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According to a University spokesperson, the high secu-
rity measures within the YMCA were a major factor in 
their decision to house students there. They explained 
that there was 24 hour staff on duty as well as extensive 
CCTV around the facility. Yet, the students we spoke 
to explained their security concerns about their time 
there. Despite being reassured by the University that 
all students would be on the same floor, it soon became 
clear that this was not the case. For the only two female 
students in the YMCA, they said this made them feel 
very unsafe especially when having to share toilet facil-
ities, despite same-sex bathrooms being available in the 
building. At various points throughout their stay, stu-
dents had to return their keys and pick them up at other 
points without any form of identification. This resulted 
in wrong room keys being handed out and individuals 
accidentally walking into the wrong rooms. 

Another student has reported feeling extremely fright-
ened due to routine appearances of people, he believed 
to be YMCA staff, entering his room at random intervals 
without knocking. Allegedly, this was to ensure that he 
was alone due to a policy of one person to a room at any 
one point. In a nerve-wracking situation, this constant 
feeling of being watched without personal security did 
nothing but add to the discomfort felt by these stu-
dents. One individual reported that he was unable to 
sleep during his stay in the YMCA because strangers 
were drunk and shouted outside of his window at night. 
As the University has explained, the YMCA was used 
because it does not have a curfew for its guests which 
gave the students similar degrees of freedom offered in 
university-owned accommodation. However, the level 
of insecurity felt by some, meant they did not leave their 
room at night, let alone leave the building. The students 
also reported that some individuals loitered outside of 
the rear entrance which made them feel unsafe, ulti-
mately meaning that the freshers soon became creatures 
of isolation. 

Despite adversity sometimes being the quickest route to 
community, the continuous theme we have heard from 
those affected has been loneliness. According to the Uni-
versity and SU representatives, a Facebook group was set 
up for those staying in the temporary accommodation. A 
meet-up in Flo’s Cafe in Virgil Building was also organ-

ised to help students get to know each other. It is unclear, 
however, whether this was communicated sufficiently as 
multiple students have claimed that the University made 
no efforts to integrate the group. One resident said that 
throughout her time in the YMCA, she only met four 
other students and claimed that in her experience, the 
worst part was “being alone and not knowing anyone”. 

The YMCA, as the UK’s largest youth housing charity, 
provides accommodation to young people for a varie-
ty of reasons from holiday trips to those in need. This 
understandably made it almost impossible to distinguish 
between a normal resident and another unlucky Bath 
student. In a new city, with no other connections or pri-
or friendships, this could only have exacerbated feelings 
of isolation.

Freshers’ Week is set to be the bonding experience of 
every new student’s year. This opportunity was stripped 
from the students who were seemingly far away from the 
excitement happening for other freshers. One student 
we spoke to said the hardest part of it all was missing out 
“on the opportunity to create friendships and memories 
during Freshers’ Week which is invaluable”. Despite the 
University reportedly sending Freshers’ Captains to the 
YMCA, at no point was free entry into the events of-
fered, although a wristband could have been purchased 
early in the week. The Community Coordinator for the 
Students’ Union emphasised that she understands that 
students have missed out on integration amongst their 
new flat. However, she believes that in the long run, Hall 
Rep events are key to integration. 

“the freshers soon became 
creatures of isolation”
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For those that stayed in the YMCA, their biggest 
frustration was what they perceived to be a lack of 
communication from the University. They stressed that 
they felt let down by the University, not because of the 
situation that they were put in, but because their con-
cerns were not adequately responded to. They felt that 
the issue was being covered up as the University of-
fered no public statement. A University spokesperson 
has explained that a specific individual was assigned to 
communicate with the students concerned and a ded-
icated email was set up. Students who felt let down by 
the process were encouraged to still utilise this service. 
Similarly, the Students’ Union (who are not involved 
in accommodation allocation) emphasised the men-
tal health services available to those who may have 
struggled with the experience. Alisha Lobo, the SU 
Community Officer explained that the lack of public 
statement was in an effort to not draw “unnecessary at-
tention to them at a time when they are still adjusting 
to their new environment”. Additionally, the SU’s role 
throughout the process was to try and “support these 
students directly by offering support and opportunities 
to make their voices heard to the University, whilst 
lobbying the University to ensure they were doing 
what they could to alleviate the situation”. 

This housing problem comes amidst a growing con-
cern by the wider student body and local community 
of an inflating university but static number of houses. 
This seems to be unaccounted for in enlargement 
proposals. A growing number of those entering the 
housing market leaves students spending large sums 
of money for a limited number of houses, as well as 
pricing out local buyers. Students are being forced 
to try and find accommodation further afield, with 
one dual-career athlete Master’s Student now having 
to consider paying for private housing as her allocat-
ed accommodation is over an hour’s commute from 
campus. This is a feat she cannot sustain on top of her 
busy professional training schedule. Bath’s reputation 
as being one of the most expensive places to rent only 

worsens this issue. The Student Rent Index found that 
the average weekly rent of £223.17 trails ahead of the 
notoriously expensive London capital. 

Annually, on-campus student accommodation contin-
ues to become more expensive for the new intake with 
year on year increases. However, as well as over-sub-
scribing, the University has also failed to complete 
ongoing construction work before the beginning of 
semester. According to students, certain blocks of 
accommodation have received monetary compensa-
tion because their buildings overlooked construction 
sites. Parts of The Quads accommodation blocks have 
also been subjected to on-going building work, with 
students complaining of long working hours and loud 
noise. It has not been communicated when building 
work will cease which has left current occupants frus-
trated at the inconvenience. 

However, Bath is not the only university facing such 
issues as a student accommodation crisis appears to be 
unfolding nationwide. Chris Skidmore, the Universi-
ties Minister, has recently been forced to call a summit 
to address the problem of unfinished student housing 
after raising his concerns that many students have 
been housed in hotels away from University campus-
es, making it difficult to settle into university life. The 
Times reported that more than 1,500 students across 
the country were allocated temporary accommodation 
at the start of their university year, many of these due 
to residences being oversubscribed.

“they felt let down by the Uni-
versity, not because of the situ-
ation that they were put in, but 

because their concerns were not 
adequately responded to”
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Bristol students have reportedly had to travel 
30 miles from Newport in Wales to make it into 
university and approximately 250 University of 
Portsmouth freshers were informed their accom-
modation would not be ready in time for the new 
semester. The Portsmouth News reported that 
some of these freshers have been forced to spend 
their first month at university in hotel accommo-
dation and had to store their belongings in stor-
age lockers. Delayed building works have caused 
problems for more than 100 incoming Durham 
students too. Many of these students were only 
informed of their placement in temporary accom-
modation the day prior to moving in. For the fore-
seeable future, unfinished and uninhabitable may 
become a common theme for university accom-
modation.

The final Bath student was allocated universi-
ty-owned accommodation on the 13th October 
2019, 23 days after the original move in and much 
longer than the students believed they were going 
to be in there. It raises important questions over 

how the University has handled this crisis and 
how it was allowed to happen in the first place. 
Alisha Lobo stated that “the situation of tempo-
rary shared accommodation is absolutely unac-
ceptable and was a gross oversight by the Univer-
sity of overpromising what it can feasibly deliver”. 
Out of the thousands of new students who arrived 
this academic year, fortunately it was only a small 
number who were affected. Yet, it remains unclear 
how the University will prevent over-subscription 
issues occurring in the future without significant 
development taking place. A University Accom-
modation Strategy was successfully set up last year 
and it can only be hoped that sufficient change 
will be made in light of this crisis. The perception 
among students, however, questions the priorities 
of the University. For them, multi-million pound 
buildings and new sports centres can continue to 
be developed, but if similar investments are not 
being made for accommodation, the YMCA will 
need to open its doors for another year. 
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Here for you

Independent 
support and 
advice

Call, book an 
appointment, fill out 
the online form or 
drop by the Advice 
and Support Centre 



11

Views from the African and Caribbean Society

Being black in Bath? Being black in Brexit Britain? 
Am I Black enough? Am I the right type of Black? 
What does Black even mean?

I’ve let these questions rumble in my mind before; 
colliding were feelings of insecurity and pride. A nego-
tiation between different identities - Black and British 
- gripped me through my teenage years. I am not alone 
in that respect.

Four distinct and necessary voices have given their 
own answers on Black identity: as part of a collabora-
tion between BathTime and the African and Caribbean 
Society. These contributors demonstrate the diversity 
within Bath’s own Black community.

No matter where we’ve come from, Black students 
in Bath face difficulties with social inclusion. I could 
quote you the statistics but here, instead, we’ll give you 
our stories. 

I write as the son of Eritrean refugees from inner-city 
London, the first of my family to attend University. 
Some five years after dropping my bags at John Wood 
Court, I feel at home here. 

These years saw turmoil, growth and adaptation - gone 
are the rough tones of my London accent; my tastes in 
music and literature are unrecognisable.Is this maturi-
ty? Or was I compromising my authentic Black self? As 

some friends and family posited, was I acting ‘white’?

Now in a committee position of the African and 
Caribbean Society, I’ve come to realise that these were 
the wrong questions. The peace comes within.  The re-
spectability politics of trying to distance yourself from 
your own community does exist but the real issues are 
more institutional. 

Black students tend to not apply to be Academic Reps 
or engage with Peer Mentors; we tend to not access 
Student Services at the same rate. Being emboldened 
as a Black student involves being unapologetically our-
selves and taking full advantage of our opportunities. 

It involves taking up space - so we are represented in 
student media and committees. Creating visibility by 
having student excellence celebrated. Taking a seat at 
the table so there’s minority representation involved in 
the University’s decision-making process!

The answer should never be abandoning your culture 
at the University of Bath’s door. 

It took me a couple of years in silencing these doubts 
and answer questions of identity.

What had felt like an internal contradiction - being 
Black in Bath - is now a source of strength.

By Adonay Berhe

“Know from whence you came. If you know whence 
you came, there are absolutely no limitations to 

where you can go” - James Baldwin

“A negotiation between differ-
ent identities - Black and British 

- gripped me through my teenage 
years.”

“Being emboldened as a Black 
student involves being unapolo-

getically ourselves and taking full 
advantage of our opportunities.”
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I’ve lived in England all my life, but 
ask me where I’m from and I’d say 
Ghana.

Why? I’m not even fluent in Ga, 
(spoken in the South East) and I 
hadn’t been there for about 15 years. 
So, when my family booked tickets 
for us to go back for a month without 
asking, I was apprehensive, but there 
was also relief.

Having had to conform in various 
ways to the new environment of uni-
versity, I didn’t feel accepted at Bath. 
I felt like I was losing my identity. 
There’s been plenty of times where I 
didn’t feel like I could fully express 
my ‘blackness’, but now for once I 
could be in a country and be myself 
fully. 

During the trip, my family was quite 
concerned for how anti-social I was, 

but it was honestly a confusing mix-
ture of emotions and embarrassment.  
Especially meeting my long-lost cous-
ins. It’s strange not being able to relate 
to your own blood relatives, unless 
when continents have separated you, 
maybe it makes sense. Part of me 
blames my parents? Part of me won-
ders if I made enough of an effort? 
Maybe I’ve been too westernised? Not 
having a solid sense of culture makes 
explaining who I am a frustrating 
process.

Every time my uncle used to ring 
me, I’d be tempted to end the call as 
quickly as possible, instead of dealing 
with the guilt of not being able to 
speak my own native language. But 
after this holiday, able to immerse 
myself into all the homeland culture, 
I finally could say to myself that I was 
Ghanaian and that meant a lot.

Daniel Ashitey, Ghana, Home Student, Third Year 

Black History Month to me, and I 
hate to say this, has never meant 
very much to me  Living in Switzer-
land and attending an international 
school, meant I was the only black 
kid at my school, I didn’t get the 
opportunity to celebrate the achieve-
ments or acknowledge the battles of 
my predecessors. 

It wasn’t until university that I was 
properly introduced to the concept 
of black history month and what it 
means to so many people around 
me. As the treasurer of the ACS, I am 
actively learning about black history 
and culture every day from the people 
around me, answering questions such 
as: where did Jollof Rice come from?

What I miss most about Sudan is 
its togetherness and strong sense of 
community. Most people in Sudan 
lived in full with their immediate and 
even extended family. Social events 
and meetups were basically daily 
occurrences. Whenever I’m eating 
my plain pasta in front of my laptop, 
I reminisce about the times when 
we used to gather around the dining 
table in groups of 10-20 people and 

have dinner together, making endless 
jokes or singing beautiful songs.

One person that continues to inspire 
me is LeBron James, a basketball 
player for the Los Angeles Lakers in 
the NBA. Against all odds, Lebron 
is one of the most successful and 
influential athletes of all time. He has 
found success in business, media, 
sports, and other avenues. Coming 
from an inner-city neighbourhood 
and a single-parent household, so-
ciety had expected him to become a 
statistic – dead or in jail. His dedica-
tion and self-belief are qualities that 
I appreciate and strive to attain every 
day.

Being black in Bath has been quite 
an interesting experience. I remem-
ber arriving in Bath with the culture 
shock of feeling like the only black 
person within a mile’s radius. I re-
member gravitating toward some of 
my current black friends. Over time I 
have been introduced to many other 
black students whom I’ve shared 
similar experiences with. We’re now a 
growing, if small, community.

Ahmed Osman, Sudanese, International Student, 
Second Year

Black is brilliant, black is mag-
nificent 

Black is being followed be-
cause they think a threat is 
imminent

 Black is feeling like you’re 
rushed to be a grown man 

And make money quickly to 
give back to the homeland 

Black is feeling overly eager 

To reverse the damage done by 
our country’s leaders 

Feeling like a periphery and 
our heritage is a mystery

 Because they made attempts 
to eradicate our history 

Black is growing up adolescent 
in the barber to fill the void 
left by our absent fathers 

Black is assimilating into a 
new nation and then getting a 
knock on the door from immi-
gration 
And every time October 
comes around there’s pain in 
me 

to accept the horrible nature of 
slavery But our history is more 
than that

 We’re black but our shades are 
more than black

By Daniel Ashitey (@bighom-
iedan_)
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The University of Bath is my second home, my skin 
fits well here. I can be who I wish and will to be. I can 
construct and deconstruct myself without fear. I am a 
building that is both a worksite and a grand design.

I have made beautiful friends that now hold status as 
family. My wall of arms.  They carry me and they protect 
me. Being a Black Woman means it is not enough to be 
born to, but you must also find, family. 

I am proud of the woman I am, for I am proud of the 
women I know. If I am the average of my friends, I am 
not average. I exceed and excel in all the ways I was told 
I could not by eyes that stare and mouths that mime. 
I am grateful, so grateful. My gratitude could not be 
measured by any scale. Even so, more must be done; 
Bath may be home, but home can bring hurt too.

I am foremost a person - my body is occupied by difI 
am foremost a person - my body is occupied by different 
parts, though equally whole. I am a Black Queer Wom-

an. This means University has not been an easy ride. Un-
derstandably it is not a seamless experience for anyone, 
I can only speak on my behalf, but I have felt frayed due 
to impositions placed on my body. Even from those who 
look like me. 

There are narratives you cannot escape here. People see 
folklore when they see me in the flesh. I am rarely seen 
in person. But I have the luck others do not: I am petite 
and how ‘intimidating’ can I really be standing at 5’4 
and barely reaching a healthy BMI?  It is easy for me 
to be straight passing because I do not look like “man 
hating expletive”, it is best to use your imagination here.  
It is easy for me to make up for my stern face with big 
inviting eyes. People rarely tell me to “smile more”.  But 
when they do, I do. For I do not wish to feed the narra-
tive, yet it is still fed because the narrative is not mine 
(yet).

But my wall of arms, my army, they warm me.

Monique McPherson, Jamaica, Home Student, Fourth Year

Stranger - “Hey where you from?”
Me - “Umm short story or long story?” 
Stranger - *stares blankly* “What?!”

As an Indian ethnic born and raised in Zimbabwe, this 
is a reaction I’ve received numerous times upon meet-
ing someone new. Many struggle to relate my brown 
(Indian) skin and (apparently) British sounding accent 
to anything remotely Zimbabwean, let alone African. 
 
I had always identified most with Zimbabwe over my 
Indian ethnicity or British citizenship. However, since 
coming to university (and the UK) I’ve come to realise 
that that is no longer the case. Perhaps Ijeoma Ume-
binyuo – the acclaimed Nigerian poet - best describes 
my current feelings towards identity: “so, here you 
are. Too foreign for home, too foreign for here. never 
enough for both.”
 
Whilst exploring this sense of self I was fortunate 
enough to have visited Robben Island in South Africa. I 
was immediately drawn to the story of Nelson Mandela, 
a man who needs no introduction. What amazed me 
about Mandela was that although he bore the scars of 

the past, he consciously chose to try to heal and move 
forward with the same people that created those scars. 
He encouraged forgiveness and remembrance, to learn 
about their troubled past. Ultimately, it allowed people 
to reconcile their differences. At its core, it was a true 
embodiment of Ubuntu and enabled many to find the 
truth within.
 
That understanding led me to realise that it was not 
my skin colour that determined what I was, but how 
I felt. So, I am Zimbabwean, just as I am British and 
Indian, because that’s who I want to be. At its heart, I 
believe Black History Month has the potential to mean 
something for everyone. Learning Black history has the 
potential to initiate dialogue and encourage people to 
embrace Black culture regardless of their background, 
resulting in a more inclusive and multicultural popula-
tion. More importantly though, a population that, using 
the lessons of the past, can move forward together.
 
What does this mean for me? 
Well, I am Indian. I am British. I am Zimbabwean.

Kush Patel, Zimbabwe, International Student, Final Year
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Black History Month 2019: Insights from the 
Past, Present and the Future

This Black History Month, we the Melaninated live in 
a Brexit Britain. A Dis-United Kingdom. In the United 
Kingdom, we have roughly 66 million citizens tied to-
gether behind our shared cultures, histories and values. 
But we also have a country that has often been a nation 
to some and a place of second-class citizenship or worse 
yet, a prison for others.

Unlike the USA, where race relations have left lingering 
social divides and painful discourse that even President 
Obama couldn’t repair with his remarks on “America’s 
Original Sin” of slavery. The British, instead, celebrate 
their ‘post-racial’ culture and act socially awkward when 
talking about our own gaping schisms. 

Media and politicians, alike, talk positively about racial 
equality. They tweet in praise of Stormzy for his Glas-
tonbury performance or blog ecstatically about Meghan 
Markle’s wedding as the first bi-racial member of the 
Royal Family.

Whilst these events are iconic and as a young black man, 
I feel proud to live in a nation where despite making up 
3% of the population, Black people have made a lasting 
cultural impact. We can’t remove, however, our country’s 
colonial past and racist present. 

As a Bath student, I recently used my free entry to our 
local Holburne Museum, and came across a remarkable 
exhibition entitled ‘The Slave’s Lament’ by Graham Fa-
gen. To my shock, I learnt how Bath’s Georgian architec-
ture and style was financed by local plantation owners 
and slave-traders. 

Globally, it was the British administration of Jamaica 
that oversaw such brutality on its sugar plantations that 
infant mortality reached 50%, meaning it couldn’t even 
sustain a population without fresh West African slaves. 
The records of the extent of past atrocities under British 

colonialism - from Jamaica to Kenya to India -  may nev-
er be known; the so-called ‘Operation Legacy’ destroyed 
records so as not to embarrass ‘Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.’ 

History is a canvas where the injustices of the past, flow 
like brush strokes into contemporary issues. For in-
stance, the stigmatization, imprisonment, and murder 
of black youth is omnipresent in British history. The ‘sus’ 
laws of the 70s to 80s enabled racial profiling and unjust 
sentences and they mirror the heavy-handededness of 
‘stop-and-search’ laws on Black men today. 

Racism against black women - Misogynoir - is, sadly, 
entrenched in Britain. Not only this, but acceptance of 
British black women is double-edged - lighter-skinned 
or racially ambiguous celebrities are accepted over their 
dark-skinned sisters. Prevalent colourism leads me to 
question whether, Prince Harry could have married a 
woman that looked like Ray BLK? Or would the deluge 
of criticism for Meghan Markle, look more like the sexu-
al, violent threats against Diane Abbott?

Looking forward to a more positive future is tricky but 
necessary.  It’s hard to remain positive when thinking 
about the continued wrongs of the Windrush Scandal 
or the failings of state, business and society regarding 
Grenfell Tower. 

Instead, it requires both big dreams and hard work; from 
the University to its students to ask the big questions, say 
no to injustice and lead the change we want to see.  

By Tito Mogaji-Williams

“I know it’s my purpose to just shine a light where I can, 
do something where I can, just whatever I can, in whatever 

way, shape or form” – Michael Omari (Stormzy)

“History is a canvas where the injustices 
of the past, flow like brush strokes into 

contemporary issues.”
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Spanish translation:

Has aterrizado, llamado a tus padres, dudado de 
cuánto español conoces de verdad y de repente, te das 
cuenta que estás en el país que vas a llamar ‘casa’ por 
los próximos cuatro meses. 

Cuando llegué por primera vez a Chile, pasé mucho 
tiempo preguntándome cuándo me iba a golpear el 
choque cultural. Hubo momentos en los cuales el 
fuerte acento y las palabras dialécticas inidentificables 
me hicieron sentir momentáneamente indefensa, pero 
en general, me sentí bastante okay. ¿De qué nos es-
taban advirtiendo nuestros profesores? ¿Lágrimas in-
stantáneas después de una semana? ¿Inmediatamente 
cliquear en skyscanner.com para buscar el proximo 
vuelo de vuelta? 

Debido al hecho que me sentía ‘bastante okay’, me 
zambullí en sentirme comoda. Tan pronto encontré 
una casa, mi pequeña habitación se convirtió en ser 
‘Darcey-ficada’ e intenté enfrentarme con el metro 
(ahora es octubre y sigo en luchando). El siguiente 
obstáculo que fue cómicamente difícil fue el proce-
so de adquirir la visa. Este fue el primer momento 
de resiliencia total porque tuve que obedecer a un 
montón de reglas inconsistentes en una lengua que no 
es mi lengua materna. Después de dos meses, tenemos 
nuestras cédulas y todo debería estar bien en cuanto a 
nuestro estado legal. Eso espero. 

Generalmente, me lo estoy pasando muy bien acá. Hay 
momentos tristes y tiempos cuando todo lo que quiero 
es estar en el centro estudiantil, bebiendo sidra de 
verdad, pero por lo general, me divierto mucho así que 
quédese conectado para ver cómo mi vida se desarrol-
la en América del Sur. 

Life on a Year Abroad

You’ve landed, called your parents, questioned yourself 
on how much Spanish you actually know and suddenly 
it hits you. You are now in the country you’re going to 
call home for the next four months.  

When I first arrived in Chile, I spent a lot of time won-
dering when the culture shock would hit. There were 
times when the strong accent and unidentifiable dia-
lectic made me feel momentarily helpless, but overall, 
I felt kind of okay. What were our professors warning 
us about? Instant tears a week in? Immediately going to 
skyscanner.com to find the next flight home? 

Due to the fact I felt ‘kind of okay’, I threw myself into 
settling in... As soon as I found a house, my little room 
became ‘Darcey-fied’ and I tried to get to grips with the 
metro (it’s October and I’m still struggling). The next 
hilariously large hurdle was the visa system: the first 
moment of complete resilience was being faced with a 
million rules that weren’t consistent, in a language that 
wasn’t our mother tongue. Two months in, we have our 
ID cards and everything should hopefully be fine on 
the old legal status front. Hopefully.

Generally speaking, I’m having a whale of a time. There 
are low moments and times when I’m yearning to be 
back in the SU to have actual Somerset cider, but over-
all I’m having lots of fun, so stay tuned to see how life 
develops while I’m in South America.  

Darcey Stickley is a Spanish & Politics student 
currently on her year abroad. Between talking too 
fast and being late to everything, she enjoys read-
ing, listening to the Off Menu podcast and remind-
ing everyone that Cambridge is better than Oxford, 
especially when it comes to rowing.
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In Final Thoughts, I reflect on the lessons I’ve 
learned during my time at University, as I prepare 
to graduate.

In October 2017, against my best intentions, I was com-
pletely bladdered on a night out in Moles. Usually this 
wouldn’t have been much of a problem – tonight, how-
ever, was the night a bouncer decided to push me down 
the concrete stairs outside, resulting in grazes along one 
side of my face. The next morning, I awoke to find two 
police officers at my door in Solsbury Court, wanting 
to know exactly what had happened. As it happens, I 
couldn’t tell them. In fact, we were about thirty seconds 
into our conversation before I left them in my kitchen, 
ran to my bedroom and began to throw up everywhere. 
Even when I resurfaced half an hour later, I couldn’t 
give them even an inch of detail for their report. 

Here’s the issue; I had a battered face and ended up 
having two MRI scans, and although the resulting 
damage was very limited, I still hadn’t the foggiest idea 
of what had happened. I was insistent that a bouncer 
had pushed me purposefully, a thought backed up by a 
friend of a friend. Yet I was incapable of recalling any 
material aspect of that night which could be used to de-
fend myself against whoever had done it. I had to make 
my peace with the incident a long time ago.

I’m one of the lucky ones. We have all heard of names 
such as Alex Green, an Economics student at the Uni-
versity, who had been out celebrating his 22nd birthday 
in 2017 when he was found collapsed near a bus stop; 
he later passed away in hospital due to a head injury. 
Charlie Godfrey, a Bath Spa student also admired by 
many, is an example of where the problem with the 
River Avon comes into the fore. Similar to Alex’s fatal 
injury, Charlie’s  fall into the river is ‘unexplained’ aside 
from being an accident after a night out. 

When we binge, we completely change. Not only in 
terms of our inhibitions and awareness, but also in 
terms of our attitude. In 2017, there were 7,697 alco-
hol-specific deaths in the UK. Given its nature as a 
depressant, God knows how many more people suffer 
from mental health disorders where alcohol is a con-
tributory factor. Whilst the transformational benefits of 
alcohol are appreciated in our enhanced ability to so-

cialise and be confident, the potentially devastating side 
effects aren’t thought about often enough. If something 
awful happens to you whilst you are drunk, not only 
will you be humiliated by your inability to remember 
events but you can also find your credibility shattered 
– as was the case when I was trying to report to police 
officers an incident of which I had no knowledge aside 
from the fact that it happened. We see a similar parallel 
in rape cases where people are dismissed as liars for 
being unable to recollect as a result of alcohol.

In a nutshell: Take it easy. You never know what might 
happen. I would be a hypocrite if I were to order others 
to stop drinking, however in  hindsight, drinking too 
much in Bath (due to its proximity to the River Avon), 
can turn out much worse than in other towns. The best 
way to stay safe is to walk home with friends, avoid the 
river and don’t get inebriated to the point where your 
memory is shot. 

Final Thoughts:
You’re Never Yourself After a Drink or Two

By Jordan Edwards
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Rugby at the Rec

#PackTheRec and an Anglo-Welsh rivalry saw over 
5500 spectators fill the Rec Wednesday night for the 
Anniversary Game of the University of Bath versus 
Cardiff University.

A last minute penalty captivated Bath to victory last 
year, and last night saw the boys in Blue and Gold claim 
their first win of the season with a dominant perfor-
mance, securing a 52-25 bonus point win over the 
Welsh.

Cardiff were first to get points on the board with a try 
down the wing and a conversion. Bath didn’t let this 
faze them, and pushed a strong driving maul towards 
the line, with Bath’s tight-head Rowling over. Debate 
now about the Bath conversion which seemingly ap-
peared to (but absolutely didn’t) convert, to the confu-

sion of the commentator.

Bath showed their dominance in the forwards with a 
further rolling maul coming from a set piece, as well as 
a breakaway try from Jordan Dale, extending the score 
gap, 19-10 to Bath.

Cardiff managed to gain a penalty just outside of their 
own 22-metre line which was converted to close the 
gap to 19-13. Only then could noise from the Welsh, 
sitting at the opposite end of the stadium be heard, but 
not for long… Attempts from Bath to secure a third set 
piece try came just before the half time, along with the 
bonus point.

After draining the bar for the last 100 minutes, the half-
time break saw the Rec finally cave in and run out of 
double pint cups – what a train-Rec.

After the restart, Bath’s dominance continued and saw 
Cardiff concede a penalty try for repeated offside, along 
with a yellow card for the privilege. Down to 14 men, 
Cardiff were anxious to get back on the board and se-
cured a drop-goal from outside the 22 – Bet365 would 
love the odds. As the game began to open up in the 
final quarter, Bath managed to score a further 4 tries 
leaving the visitors scrambling for a consolation try in 
the closing minutes of the game. Final score 52-25 to 
Bath. 

By Budd Crooks and Abbie Snow
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The University of Bath has consistently been ranked 
as a top 5 sports university - reaching 2nd in both the 
Guardian University Guide and The Complete Universi-
ty Guide for 2019. So what exactly can a top 5 university 
provide you with? A dazzling Olympic sized swimming 
pool, a newly refurbished gym, performance packages 
with the latest technology in sports science including 
physiotherapy, nutrition, hydrotherapy - the list goes 
on. Bath has got you covered sports wise. What’s rather 
incongruous to this world class facility, is the completely 
unplayable pitch on the infield of the running track; a 
desolate 120m x 90m area covered in large holes, mak-
ing it look like the remnants of a light meteor shower or 
a 100-hole mini golf course on steroids. 

In past years the infield has served as a useful pitch for 
training and matches for field-based sports teams, and 
even acts as the centrepiece during Varsity, where large 
crowds flock to cheer the mighty Bath against their ri-
vals Cardiff Met. So it has been surprising to many that 
this year, no teams are allowed to use the pitch – not 
that they would want to given its current state. Accord-
ing to sources, the pitch was used for an equestrian 
event, and it is clear to see that no maintenance work 
has taken place since said event.

But what’s the problem? There’s plenty of other options 
to choose from - there’s the St. John’s pitches, Eastwood 
pitches and then there are the sand based Astro turf 
pitches, however, it has to be said, these tend to be more 
beach than artificial grass. You could also be shunned 
to the SULIS pitches away from campus, but these are 
quite popular with students, who often emphasise that 
the well-kept green space is well worth the walk. 

So there are other viable options for teams to train and 
play on, but with the high quality talent and diverse 
range of sports present at Bath, it can be difficult to 
accommodate for the frequency and the type of train-
ing necessary. Take the football clubs for instance, who 
have four men’s teams and three women’s teams alone 
that each train four to five times per week. When this is 
only one-tenth of the field-based clubs present at Bath, 
it’s not hard to see where problems can arise allocating 
training space and times. 

The #PitchPlease campaign appeared during freshers 
week, when returning students and new students alike 
stood in unison to address the ongoing issues of the 
infield pitch. Equally, some freshers were surprised to 
learn that the ‘world class facilities’ they were promised 
didn’t include a 3G pitch. It should be noted that most 
other universities, even those who aren’t sports based, 
have a 3G pitch. While some students have been busy 
campaigning and using the Pitch Please hashtag to raise 
awareness of the non-existent 3G, other students aren’t 
so enthusiastic. One rower explained her argument: 
“I don’t think the university’s main concern should be 
whether we have a 3G pitch or not. We [The rowing 
club] have had a lot of our funding cut this year, and I 
think if money is going to be spent, it should go towards 
subsidising the actual playing of sport, rather than 
where the sport is played, as we already have enough 
facilities”. 

It will be interesting to see the progression of the #Pitch-
Please campaign, and whether the university will take a 
stance on it. In the meantime, a little TLC on that infield 
pitch wouldn’t go a miss…

#PitchPlease
By Nicole Allen

“the completely unplayable pitch [...]
a desolate 120m x 90m area cov-
ered in large holes, making it look 
like the remnants of a light mete-
or shower or a 100-hole mini golf 

course on steroids.”
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Bath Nightline is a student led confidential service that 
runs every day of the semester from 8am-8pm, listening 
to students who come to us with a variety of issues and 
most notably, suicide. Many students believe that we are 
around to offer advice to callers, but although we might 
signpost to other services, we never give direct advice. 
This might seem counter intuitive for a support service 
but we believe that the only person who knows what’s 
best for them is the caller themselves. We are available 
to listen and explore their feelings and what they want 
to do. Along with non-directiveness, our other tenants 
are non-assumptive and non-judgemental. So when-
ever we pick up a call, we are opening a new page and 
are completely open to whatever the caller has to say, 
regardless of our personal beliefs. 

When in doubt, always think of the useful acronym 
WAIT!

Nightline is here to listen and support all students at 
Bath during their studies. What we would recommend 
most to anyone getting in touch is to be prepared not 
to get a direct solution to their problem. Expect to be 
listened to and have your feelings explored by our vol-
unteers.

Remember, Nightline is open from 8am to 8pm every 
day of the semester. You can find our number on the 
back of your library card, or you can find details to IM 

or email us on our website: http://bath.nightline.ac.uk/ 
If you are ever in need of any more support, the Stu-
dents Union Advice and Support Centre is open to all 
students. More information can be found at https://
www.thesubath.com/advice/

Mental Health Awareness Day: Suicide 
Prevention
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This had to be the most frustrating question I was asked 
after returning from my year abroad.

There is an assumption that if you spend your placement 
year abroad you spend the year eating
baguettes, drinking wine and generally enjoying the ex-
citement that living in a foreign country has to offer: ‘it 
will be life changing and the best year of your life’. This is 
how you are sold a year abroad.

Throughout our second year, the University helped us 
prepare, focusing on administrative tasks. We had ses-
sions on CV writing, interviews and business etiquette 
so, by the time we set off, we had an illusion of confi-
dence.

The reality was a shock. I, like others, believed that hav-
ing lived away from home for two years, I was fully in-
dependent. But when you move abroad, you realise how 
supported your life at university really is. There are of 
course the everyday struggles, from the baffling process 
of dealing with frustrating bureaucracies with limited 
advice, learning how to handle picky bosses, but pri-
marily the main struggle is finding yourself very much 
alone. Moving from university, where you live, work and 
socialise with your friends, to a completely unknown 

place is hard. Making friends becomes a battle when you 
are in an office surrounded by older people and in a city 
that is so densely populated you feel insignificant. You 
also lose a lot of your personality when making friends 

in a foreign language.

I’ve learnt to speak about a myriad of topics from revolu-
tions to the morality of human cloning but
somehow never learnt the day-to-day language that 
allows you to chat. It’s very easy to voluntarily
isolate yourself, rather than wade through evenings of 
heavy small talk with strangers. You feel lost and embar-
rassed that you are not coping by yourself.

It’s here that you feel the loss of the support networks, so 
well provided by the student councillors
or Nightline at university. Unwilling to admit to your 
friends, who appear (at least on social media) to be hav-
ing a whale of a time, you have very few places to turn. 
Instagram is one of the biggest perpetrators of the myth. 
I, too, was guilty of posting stories that made it look 
like I was constantly having a good time. Once you see 
friends having a great time, with posts of them meeting 
new people and doing fun things, you start to question 
whether you’re doing this wrong.

My only contact I had from the University to check up 
on my welfare was one Skype call with a
placement officer, in which we discussed the logistics of 
my work, and some emails with a lecturer about univer-
sity study; again, mainly logistical.

“How was your year of holiday?”
By Harriet Habergham

“the main struggle is finding 
yourself completely alone”

“I feel guilty saying ‘actually, I really 
struggled’”

“It’s very easy to voluntarily
isolate yourself, rather than wade 
through evenings of heavy small 

talk with strangers.”
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Bath Housing Crisis

If the prospect of finding a house next year in Bath is 
bringing you out in a cold sweat akin to that of waking 
to find you’ve sent a 30 minute-long voice note at 4am to 
someone you met in the smoking area, you’re not alone. 
Moving house is ranked third on a list of ‘most stressful 
life events’, coming in just after the death of a loved one 
and getting a divorce. The accommodation market in 
Bath, in particular, is a supply-and-demand fever dream 
worthy of its own little spot in hell. 

Why is it such an omnishambles? Between 2014 and 
2018, the number of students at the University of Bath 
increased by 16%. The city of Bath, meanwhile, has in-
conveniently remained approximately the same size. This 
has inevitably put pressure on the availability of accom-
modation – a situation exemplified by the 25 first-year 
students living in the YMCA because there was simply 
no room for them on campus or in university-owned 
accommodation in the city. According to research from 
Bath’s ‘Cut the Rent’ campaign, the cost of most uni-
versity-owned accommodation also exceeds 70% of the 
maximum maintenance loan, which has no doubt done 
wonders for inclusivity of students from a wide variety of 
socioeconomic backgrounds (if by ‘wide’ you mean the 
distance from Surrey to Buckinghamshire).

After first year, the majority of students will look to 
move to Oldfield, Widcombe and the city centre. Bath 
is a small and fairly affluent city, so this has always been 
a competitive and pricey process. In recent years this 
has been further exacerbated by the increase in student 
numbers, which has coincided with limitations put in 
place in 2017 by the local council to limit the number of 
HMOs (houses of multiple occupation) in a given area. 
This came after residents expressed concern that the 
housing market had become imbalanced, and the fabric 
of their local communities was under threat as a result. 
The SU is opposed to these measures, as they put stu-
dents in an unenviable position – with literally no room 

in the city, more and more are forced to head out to 
Trowbridge, Bristol and Chippenham. Those who do get 
a spot in Oldfield or in town are subject to ever-increas-
ing rents, and to add injury to insult, Council inspectors 
found nearly a third of shared homes they checked in 
Bath contained “significant” health and safety risks. 

To meet growing demand, a number of privately-run 
student housing blocks, such as the Student Castle in 
town and the Student Depot in Oldfield, have begun 
appearing across the city. This is great news for those 
with a spare £12,750 to spend on a luxury studio – for 
some context, the maximum maintenance loan is £8,944. 
Wera Hobhouse, the Lib Dem MP for Bath since 2017, 
recently wrote an article in which she emphasised that 
although “students are valued members of Bath’s com-
munities”, she feels “frustrated” when another unafforda-
ble student block is given planning permission. The Lib 
Dems currently run the local council, and have pledged 
in their manifesto to build more affordable housing rath-
er than leaving sufficient provision up to ‘market forces’. 
I know what you’re thinking – previous Lib Dem prom-
ises to students don’t exactly have a 100% commitment 
rate – but it is about time that there was a political will to 
try to mitigate the effects of the housing crisis, and this 
should be welcomed.

The University has issued a statement saying that it has 
now “stabilised” undergraduate student numbers amid 
accusations of irresponsible expansion, and is invest-
ing in new accommodation on campus. Building more 
affordable accommodation is necessary but cannot 
continue indefinitely. In order to prevent this crisis from 
reoccurring and worsening year on year, the University 
should continue their collaboration with Bath Spa to 
ensure that students are only offered places to the extent 
that there is capacity to house them. This does not sound 
like rocket science (insert aerospace engineering joke) – 
the real question is why there was not sufficient fore-
thought to prevent this crisis before it happened. 

By Cathi Westall

“supply and demand fever-dream wor-
thy of it’s own little spot in hell”
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The Battle for Hong Kong’s Future

The Hong Kong protests were a reaction to the proposed 
Fugitive Offenders Bill. This would have allowed extradi-
tion of Hong Kong citizens to Mainland China for trial, 
which protestors argued imposes on Hong Kong citizen’s 
rights. Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of Hong Kong, sus-
pended the bill. However, increasingly violent demon-
strations proved that suspension wasn’t enough and, as 
of September, the bill was withdrawn. Nonetheless, the 
protests haven’t ended, and in early October, live rounds 
were fired by a policeman.

Hong Kong Chinese student KK tells me that:

‘Riot police chose to use pepper spray and chased every-
one who looked like a protestor inside the station... We 
blocked the exit of the station to avoid the riot police. 
Otherwise, if they ran out and used tear gas and rubber 
bullets, it may have hurt the children and elderly on our 
team...This is not a matter that can be understood from 
a few paragraphs on the paper. We urge you to read fur-
ther to understand why we are doing what we are doing.’

As of 2047, the Basic Law - which has protected Hong 
Kong’s right to freedom of speech - will expire. Citizens 
are unsure of their future status, however, protesters be-
lieve that the Extradition Bill exemplifies just how little 
autonomy Hong Kong will have.

Protests have reached university campuses in the UK. 
On the 1st of October, The National Day of the People’s 
Republic of China, Hong Kong Chinese students at the 
University of Exeter held a peaceful demonstration. 
Then on the 9th of October a similar protest erupted 
here on Parade where Hong Kong demonstrators were 
met with a pro-China counter-protest, resulting in a 
standoff for nearly an hour.

I interviewed a first-year Hong Kong Chinese student on 
campus who wishes to remain anonymous.

Q: Do you know anyone who’s been personally 
affected by the violence or have you yourself 
been affected?

Student: I haven’t been to any protests, but someone 
I know was arrested just before I came here, about a 
month ago. He wasn’t the main perpetrator but his 
phone was confiscated, he had his flat searched by the 
police and was held by the police for a day or two.

Q: What about your hopes for Hong Kong’s 
future?

Student: I don’t have any expectations in terms of a po-
litical stance but I hope that everyone is safe and things 
come to a peaceful conclusion. I don’t think that the 
violent protests are justifiable due to the injuries they’ve 
caused. It’s just really sad to see that our city is being de-
stroyed. I don’t know what Hong Kong will be like in the 
future but I think the Chinese government will always be 
involved in Hong Kong’s situation.

Elisa Jin, chairman of the ‘Chinaren’ society, stated:
‘Chinaren society is politically neutral... our objective is 
to ensure the wellbeing of all Chinese and international 
students studying and living in Bath. An inter-society 
meeting was arranged to alleviate the elevated tensions 
between Mainland China and Hong Kong students...
we have reached an agreement of freedom of expression 
that is compliant with University Regulations..We hope 
to continue to foster an inclusive environment of healthy 
discussion, rational thought and safe studies.’

It’s clear that the protests have had an immense impact 
on students from Hong Kong, China and the student 
body as a whole. As a community, we can only hope that 
the outcome of Hong Kong’s situation ensures peace and 
satisfies all of those involved. However, we must support 
these students and ensure that their safety comes first. 
If you’re keen to find out more about the protests then 
reach out to the Chinaren society and the Hong Kong 
society. 

By Lucy Acheson
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With protests causing disruption all over Central Lon-
don and over 1,100 people already arrested, Extinction 
Rebellion is the source of much controversy. Many are 
questioning their methods, condemning how much their 
protests disrupt the lives of individual commuters. How-
ever, with the scientific evidence pointing to disaster, 
and the Government burying their heads in the sand, the 
question is: do extreme times call for extreme measures?

According to Ethan – an active member of Extinction 
Rebellion and student at the University – the answer is 
a resounding yes. He told me that in an ideal world, the 
Government would listen to the groups concerns and 
respond to them, but in the absence of any Government 
cooperation, Extinction Rebellion is left with only one 
choice: ‘peaceful non-cooperation’. By this he means 
that their tactic is to have as many protesters arrested as 

possible, causing inconvenience to the state and wasting 
resources in an act of defiance. He, like many others, 
made an active choice to be arrested at the last protests, 
and that number of arrests has already been surpassed 
this time only 5 days into the protests. 

Extinction Rebellion are clearly doing what they set out 
to do, but it’s not difficult to see how the group have 
come under scrutiny for their actions. With disruptions 
and a blatant disregard for the law, its unsurprising that 
they are being demonized. However, when talking to 
Ethan about his experience within the group, there is an 
overwhelmingly contradictory sense of camaraderie and 
love that it is hard to imagine that this is the same group 
I had read about in the media. Whether it be the metic-
ulous planning that went into making sure they could 
clear a path for an ambulance as efficiently as possible, 
the ‘infinity groups’ that they form upon arrival in order 
to support their members, or waiting for each other 
upon release from custody - these people care. 

Ethan told me that the biggest misconception about 
Extinction Rebellion is that they are disrupting people’s 
lives for the sake of it, and I agree with him. They are 
not troublemakers and criminals. They are grandpar-
ents wanting a future for their grandchildren, students 
from our university and others wanting the chance to 
experience life and grow old, people wanting nothing 
more than to exist years from now. They are acting out of 
sheer desperation for the impending loss of our planet. 
They have done everything within their power to reduce 
their own carbon footprint and all of those of the people 
around them; but they, like the rest of us, are left with the 
depressing reality that it will never be enough. Not when 
our Government, and many like it, do not take climate 
change seriously. They are left with no other option than 
to act out in the hope that someone pays attention. This 
truly is the last resort. 

Last Resort: 
In Defence of Extinction Rebellion

By Chloe Coules
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I think I’d describe myself as someone who cares for the 
environment. I recycle, I don’t eat meat, I take public 
transport, and I even have a slightly leaky keep cup. 
I definitely feel like I do my bit. When I was crushed 
against a dozen other unfortunate commuters, watching 
as the bus we were on inched mercilessly away on a half 
hour diversion, I really did feel like buying shares in BP 
and using a plastic straw out of spite. Whilst I really like 
the Extinction Rebellion (XR) movement in principle, 
when everyone is hours late to work and the deadline 
for the report you’ve got due tomorrow hasn’t changed, 
it really is hard to get behind. Last time I checked, I’m 
not, and neither is anyone I know a fossil fuel executive. 
Why the XR movement felt that, despite this, they would 
block every road to my job, I’m not sure. 

Throughout my placement I encountered people from 
across the corporate world, both in the UK and abroad. 
As far as I’m aware, I didn’t meet a single climate change 
denier. In my office the topic came up fairly regularly, 
always revolving around key themes of ‘why like this and 
what’s their aim?’. As the protests dragged on, the senti-
ment permeating the office steadily shifted from ‘great to 
see young people so engaged’ to ‘can they please stop, I 
can’t do anything even on weekends’. Extinction Rebel-
lion was brilliant for getting people to talk about 

climate change, but sadly the majority of the conversa-
tion is now about how these protests were inconvenient 
and ineffective. Seeing people chain themselves to rail-
ings, glue themselves to tubes and block roads just made 
people fed up with the whole movement - especially as 
the rebellion itself seemed to lack any concrete, achieva-
ble aims other than their grandiose unattainable targets. 
What did they hope to achieve beyond awareness? And 
who wasn’t already aware of climate change?

According to Comres, the majority of Britons believe 
climate change is real and poses an imminent threat to 
our planet, yet the majority of Britons do not support 
Extinction Rebellion. To compound the PR problem 
Extinction Rebellion seem to have, watching XR repre-
sentatives make outlandish claims such as 97% of the 
global population would die within 2-3 decades, and 
seeing them be discredited on various media outlets 
only served to further sour their reputation. Climate 
change is so obviously real and there are so many gen-
uine arguments that can be made about its devastating 
consequences - it is utterly baffling why representatives 
from the movement are choosing to make claims so 
ridiculous that they would be more at home amongst 
the denial crowd. If spokespeople for the movement are 
disagreeing with climate scientists on both the scale and 
timeline of the current crisis, who do they expect people 
to listen to?

Having seen support drop and the damage done, maybe 
recycle, don’t rebel.

Is Extinction Rebellion the answer to 
the climate crisis?

By Tom Marsan
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Tapas Revolution Review

As the rain pelts down on the U1 struggling up Bathwick 
it’s pretty easy to think of better times; one of summer-
time in Madrid, skin slightly pink from the blistering 
sun and getting tipsy off sangria. So to get us as close to 
Spain as we possibly could with deadlines dragging us 
down, Bath Time headed to Tapas Revolution on St Law-
rence Street, on a bus ticket only slightly cheaper than a 
Ryanair fare. 

Despite very clearly being a chain, the restaurant is warm 
and inviting with Spanish-inspired decor and standing 
tables in the middle of the floor. The brainchild of Tapas 
Revolution’s founder Omar Allibhoy, it’s exactly what 
I imagine after-work drinks are like in Barcelona, with 
every attempt to abandon the English stiff-upper-lip to 
be left at the door. 

In order to try and get as close as possible to the real 
thing, we ordered the traditional Sangria, which at £16 
is pricier than the classic Co-Op bottle for pres, but still 
most definitely worth it. With enough fresh fruit to feel 
as though you’re getting your 5-a-day and daily sugar 

intake all in one, the refreshing drink went down a little 
too easily. To share, a jug will last two classy students the 
whole meal but if you’re aiming for more of a fiesta, then 
you’ll potentially need to order solo to make the most 
of it. To start, we got the basics of any good meal – spicy 
potatoes, also known as patatas bravas which the love-
ly staff were more than willing to make into starter for 
us, along with pan con tomate. A good welcoming, the 
bread was enough to start you off, nor was it revolution-
ary as tomato bread does exactly as it says on the tin. 

Half-price on “Paella Thursday”, out of the five different 
options available we opted for the vegan paella along-
side some fried aubergine and ham croquettes (which 
I’ve been assured were phenomenal by my carnivorous 
colleague). Unaware of how much paella came in the 
pan we did try to order multiple, but take our word for 
it when I say they definitely do make it for two (or four) 
to share. Speaking from experience, Spanish cuisine is 
never one to rave about as a non-meat eater, but bursting 
with flavour and packed full of different vegetables, this 
paella would be a treat even for all the carnivores out 
there. With a sticky texture that can sometimes become 
repetitive, the sweet crispness of the fried aubergine on 
the side perfectly balanced the course to complete the 
dish. 

In an effort to get the full experience, and definitely not 
just to have some dessert, we pushed through and or-
dered some classic churros with chocolate dipping sauce, 
which were fried to perfection and finished with sugar 
to top it off. Regardless of how many different items in 
the tapas you order, make sure you order this dessert 
because they are potentially good enough to warrant a 
trip in themselves. 

Tapas Revolution offers such a relaxed atmosphere that 
it is the perfect place to bring your flatmates to get over 
your drama and share some amazing food with. And 
when I tell you that every Monday they offer 50% off 
for students, that’s got to make you put your Deliveroo 
down, and instead head out for a tapas treat!

By Genevieve Redgrave
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Since the beginning of my university career, the me-
dia have been getting their knickers in a twist over a 
finding that only 12% of lecturers vote Conservative, 
which somehow makes universities breeding grounds of 
extremist left-wing ideology. Studying somewhere like 
Bath, I think it’s safe to say that student politics isn’t as 
cut and dry as the media makes it out to be, but it did 
leave me wondering, is there a tendency for students to 
become more left-wing at university? 

I decided to seek answers from the most left-wing group 
on campus, Bath Marxists; spending a day going to their 
meetings and talking to their members. In order for 
this not to be written off as left-wing propaganda, I also 
tried to get involved with our most right-wing group, 
the Conservative Alliance. However, they only meet 
once a year and I was on a deadline, so I settled for a text 
interview with one of the group’s members and the only 
Tory that I have begrudgingly befriended at uni. In true 
politician form, he replied with paragraphs of text and 
no real answers. 

According to the Marxists, university is a time for stu-
dents to explore their beliefs, so there are more radical 
groups on campuses than there are in the world, but they 
don’t believe that students have an inherent left-wing 
bias and thought that the Conservative Alliance had 
more members (which after pestering the group in ques-
tion for a vague turnout number I’d say isn’t true). The 
Conservative student that I spoke to said that he felt like 
students from both ends of the political spectrum agree 
on a lot of student-related issues such as housing and 
the environment (really?). He blamed the NUS for the 
misconception that students are more left-wing, saying 
that it works hard at putting right-wing students off and 

has a desire to get involved in issues that it has no in-
fluence over. This was almost comically contrasted with 
the Marxist group’s description of the NUS as a ‘glorified 
discount card’ – I guess no one’s a fan.

Considering the disproportionate Marxist presence, I 
was left questioning what this meant for our political cli-
mate on campus. I spoke to my Tory acquaintance about 
this, and he agreed that it’s important that students have 
a chance to freely express themselves politically. Howev-
er, he did voice his disappointment at the existence of an 
‘extremist’ group on campus, and then went on to accuse 
Marxism of having ‘racism and greed’ at its core, ulti-
mately deciding that Marxism and fascism ‘share many 
ideas’. 

However, my takeaway from their presence is very differ-
ent. To me, it seems that the Marxist presence on campus 
is a product of the university making student lives more 
and more transactional. Whether it be oversubscription 
leading to student homelessness, salesmen harassing 
us on the Parade, or the University’s perverse policy of 
fining perpetrators of sexual harassment on campus like 
a glorified pimp instead of supporting victims – it’s hard 
not to feel like a pay check, and I don’t blame students 
for condemning this capitalist approach to education. 

Cha Cha Slide to the Left

“This was almost comically contrast-
ed with the Marxist group’s descrip-

tion of the NUS as a ‘glorified discount 
card’ – I guess no one’s a fan.”



28

The hefty price of marking attendance for 
Tier 4 students

Recently, the University administration tightened its at-
tendance monitoring policy for Tier 4 students enrolled 
full-time at the University. Students are required to 
download an app created by the University, on a Micro-
soft platform called “Powerapps”, and check in digitally. 
You can either check in by entering the room and build-
ing number you are in, however, this will be verified by 
the application tracking your location, or you can scan 
the barcode outside the room. The University has made 
this procedure compulsory for all lectures and seminars 
as they will keep only one of them each week as the ‘key-
events’, without informing the students which one it will 
be, failure to mark your attendance on 7 consecutive key 
events will result in investigation and consequences. 

This change in attendance policy was met with an outcry 
from International students on various accounts. First-
ly, although the University assured that the app only 
tracks location at the point of check in and that data 
is only handled by the SIS department, the application 
still asks for permission to use camera. Students have 
rightly argued that in their attempts to comply with 
the Home Office’s requirements, their privacy has been 
undermined. Secondly, keeping only one of the several 
contact hours a week as a ‘key event’ requires students to 
attend all lectures as well. Lectures are not compulsory 
and can also be watched online through University’s own 
platform called Panopto. Moreover, they may happen to 
miss only one lecture or seminar per week which could 
turn out to be a ‘key event’, unreasonably raising a red 
flag with the SIS. Thirdly, this measure has said to be 
alienating international students. 

 “It makes me feel like an outsider when every-
one is walking inside the lecture hall and I have to stand 
outside scanning a barcode. It is as if I am not part of the 
community, especially a community that I am paying 
more to be a part of.” – A Second Year International 
Student.

The response from the university administration has not 
been satisfactory. Another student’s encounter with the 
SIS department left them concerned, they had proposed 
a library card check-in for attendance at the respective 
key-events as a less invasive way of monitoring attend-
ance, however it was argued that it is financially unsus-
tainable. Similarly, students were previously promised 
that the new attendance monitoring policy will be 
less disruptive for their studies but the effects that are 
unfolding say otherwise. Students are busy checking-in 
through their phones during the contact hours and are 
sometimes having difficulty understanding the applica-
tion as well. Bruce Ding, a second year Politics and In-
ternational student had reported that multiple students 
have raised this concern with the SIS, International Stu-
dents Association and the Student Union, yet they have 
been told to either show strength in numbers and write 
complaints to the administration or have been provided 
with hollow words to calm them momentarily. 

At the London School of Economics, attendance is 
compulsory for ALL students only in seminars which is 
done through a platform similar to that of Moodle while 
on campus. Glasgow University asks its students to drop 
by its check-in points once a semester, whereas at the 
University of Sheffield, attendance monitoring policies 
are devolved to each department and they may record 
attendance as they see fit during lectures and seminars. 
These universities continue to comply with the condi-
tions that Home Office has laid out. Although Bath takes 
immense pride in its campus diversity, it has not been 
able to pay heed to international concerns and create an 
encouraging environment for them to thrive in. 

By Muhammad Ali Rizvi

“It is as if I am not part of the 
community”
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Brexit and its effect on European students at 
the university

Brexit – a term that has been at the forefront of our 
minds since the 2016 referendum. This departure will 
determine the eventual relationship between the UK and 
the European Union (EU), making the 31st of October 
2019 a spooky date for more than one reason. With a 
no-deal all but guaranteed, the 31st will prove to be a 
momentous day for all, but for those of us not carrying 
a British passport, the end of this month won’t just be 
momentous, it will determine what our futures in the 
UK will look like. 

Significant change in the UK is imminent and for many 
EU, EEA and Swiss students they face an uncertain long-
term future in this country. Do not fret, Vice-Chancellor 
Ian White has assured that our University will preserve 
our inclusive and international community, and the 
British Council have guaranteed students their existing 
status for the duration of their studies.

Despite Brexit not being the ‘doomsday scenario’ we 
have made it out to be, students should not take a pas-
sive stance. Both the UK Government and the Univer-
sity have advised European students to register for the 
EU Settlement Scheme. It is not compulsory, but it will 
protect students’ rights within the UK.  The application 
deadline for this scheme is the 31st of December 2020, 
giving students 14 months to get their affairs in order. 
Admittedly, the UK has reached separate agreements 
with EFTA EEA countries and Switzerland for their 
own respective deadlines. Updating yourselves on these 
deadlines is advised. 

What does this all mean for our European students? EU 
citizens in the UK will be able to live, study, work and 
access benefits and services as they do now up until the 
31st of December 2020. No comment has been made on 
what it will be like in 2021.

The yearly tuition fees for students’ who began their 
studies in 2019 or before will remain the same for the 
remaining time students have at Bath. Brussels will 
continue to fund the studies of EU students in the UK, 
so students only have to pay the equivalent of the home 
fee. Nonetheless, EU students will only be eligible for 
maintenance loans if they have lived in the UK for more 
than five years. On a positive note, if the pound contin-
ues to fall in value, studying in the UK will become more 
affordable for EU students. 

As for those placements most of us are working towards, 
Brexit should not prove to be a hurdle until 2021. Once 
students have applied to the EU Settlement Scheme, 
their right to work in the UK and travel to and from 
the UK will be solidified up until the 31st of December 
2020. Students still hold the choice of a placement here 
in the UK and abroad. This is even more motivation for 
EU students to apply to the scheme, as it gives employ-
ers’ greater confidence of your employability during the 
upcoming transition period. Unfortunately, there is no 
guarantee of EU citizens’ right to work after 2020. 

Hence, Brexit will not affect our studies, but may affect 
our lives outside of the lecture hall. My advice is to apply 
to the EU Settlement Scheme, although the UK govern-
ment hasn’t exactly been helpful. Interestingly enough, 
you can only have your identity proven by sending your 
ID by post, by going to an identity document scanning 
location, or by using an Android app.  

By Chloe Bester

“Despite Brexit not being the ‘doomsday 
scenario’ we have made it out to be, stu-
dents should not take a passive stance”
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Our Earth is one of eight planets orbiting the Sun, which 
is situated near the inner rim of the Orion Arm, within 
the Local Fluff of the Local Bubble on the galactic plane 
of the Milky Way Galaxy. This galaxy is approximately 
100 thousand light years in diameter and contains at 
least 100 billion stars, each of which is born, lives for as 
long as nuclear fusion can sustain it, and then undergoes 
gravitational collapse, sometimes resulting in spectac-
ular explosions known as supernovae. Throughout the 
lifetimes of these stars, they orbit, at typical speeds of 
around 470 thousand miles per hour, around a super-
massive black hole (about 4.3 million times the mass 
of the Sun), which is itself travelling through the Cos-
mic Background at a velocity in excess of 1.2 million 
mph. So, when you read that our galaxy was previously 
thought to be “inactive”, it should be noted that this was 
only ever a relative term.

It is also a description that may now have to be reviewed, 
as on the 6th of October, a joint Australian-US team of 
astronomers announced that merely 3.5 million years 
ago, an explosion ripped through our galaxy, so powerful 
that the impact was felt 200 thousand light years away. 
The data currently seems to suggest that this event was 
of such a grand scale that it could only possibly have 
been caused by nuclear activity in Sagittarius A*, the 
supermassive black hole at the centre of the Milky Way. 
This research was made possible by the Hubble Space 
Telescope which, launched in 1990, continues to prove 
its worth as a tool for astronomical observation. From its 
low Earth orbit, it could be directed to observe the Ma-
gellanic Stream, a cloud of gas which partially circles our 
own galaxy and within which the effects of this cataclys-
mic event can still be seen. 

The importance of this discovery is mostly derived from 
the fundamental questions it may help to answer. Firstly, 
in the words of the study’s co-author Dr Magda Gugliel-
mo, “These results dramatically change our understand-
ing of the Milky Way”. The immense time-periods over 
which changes in galaxies occur makes the study of 
dynamics on the galactic scale a challenge in astrophys-
ics. So, the opportunities now provided to further study 
the impact of this event upon our own galaxy may well 
prove useful in our understanding of the behaviours of 
other galaxies. 

Additionally, black holes remain amongst the most 
mysterious phenomena of the cosmos. Within them, the 
known laws of physics simply break down, space is con-
torted, and time appears to stop. Any study that might 
provide some insight into the inner workings of these 
enigmatic singularities is surely well-worth pursuing. 
This research will be made especially interesting by news 
from earlier this year that Sagittarius A* was spotted 
flaring for a few hours at 75 times its usual brightness, an 
intensity unprecedented in the 20 years we have watched 
the black hole. 

And finally, there is the more sentimental, anthropocen-
tric aspect of this discovery. The Milky Way is our home 
galaxy and, so far as we know, that makes it home to the 
most sophisticated life forms in the universe, the only 
ones capable of looking outwards and feeling a sense of 
wonder at the majesty of the surroundings. In that sense, 
understanding how the Milky Way shaped our past and 
will determine our future, is another part of understand-
ing and preserving the human role as the conscience of 
the universe. 

Not so long ago in a galaxy distinctly close to home…

The Science Column
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How often do you take the time to get to know your 
own boobs or pecs? For most people, the answer 
is never. We want to change that by empowering 
people to know how to ‘CoppaFeel!’. 

We are your University Boob Team in association 
with breast cancer charity CoppaFeel!, which exists 
to educate and remind every young person in the 
UK that checking their boobs isn’t only fun, it could 
potentially save their life. The charity likes to talk 
about a serious message in a light-hearted way, 
empowering people to start a healthy habit for life – 
and that is where the Uni Boob Team comes in! 

Our job is to shout CoppaFeel!’s message loud and 
proud on campus, to get as many people as possible 
checking their boobs and pecs, regardless of their 
gender because breast cancer doesn’t discriminate, 
and neither do we! 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, so you 
may have already seen us around campus shouting 
all things boob love! This month we have chatted 
boobs during Wellbeing Week, turned the campus 
pink for Breast Cancer Now’s ‘Wear It Pink’ day 
and had our first social, sipping Berry Boobtinis 
at Slug and Lettuce! We’ve also got some exciting 
things planned for the rest of the year, from sport 
social take-overs, to hosting boob-ball matches plus 
a cheeky charity Bingo Lingo. October also sees 
us celebrate CoppaFeel!’s 10th anniversary so join 
us for our “10 Years of CoppaFeel!” Film Night on 
28th October, where we will be screening an exclu-
sive viewing of founder Kris Hallenga’s Documenta-
ry ‘Dying to Live’ in CB 3.11, 19:15 – 21:00. You can 
keep up to date with what we’re up to on Facebook 
and Instagram by following us @sububt.

The Bath University Boob Team is just getting 
started, and we’d love to have you on board! So feel 
free to come and talk to us - we’re open to any ideas, 
as we’re always looking for new and exciting ways 
to raise awareness and spread our message! You can 
join us for free on the SU website (find us under 
‘Volunteer Groups’), and in no time we will get you 
involved in helping to spread boob love! 

Knowing your Boobs Could Save 
your Life

For FREE monthly reminders to check 
yourself, text UBTBATH to 70500
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The Problematic History of Asian 
Representation in Film

By Chen Ly

They say art imitates life; this is certainly applicable 
in the portrayal of Asian people in Hollywood films. 
Throughout the 20th century, Asian-Americans faced 
significant discrimination; with incidences such as the 
Chinese Exclusion Act and Japanese internment camps 
during World War Two. The strong anti-Asian sentiment 
in America, referred to as “Yellow Peril”, was built on the 
perception that people of Asian heritage were funda-
mentally untrustworthy and threatened the American 
way of life. 

These attitudes were very clearly mirrored in the cinema 
of the time. The most notable example is Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s (1961), a perfect case of “yellowface”, a phe-
nomenon seen in many 20th century Hollywood movies 
whereby a white actor uses makeup to look East-Asian. 
Rooted in the belief that only white Europeans and 
Americans were good enough to star in movies, it often 
mockingly exaggerated traditionally “Asian” features 
such as slanted eyes and yellow skin.

The legacy of yellowface still lives on to this day. An 
evolved descendent of yellowface, “whitewashing” is 
when an unambiguously Asian character is played by 
a white actor. This is an inherently problematic prac-
tice as it devalues the storytelling and experiences of 
Asian people, and very subtly reinforces ideas of the 
racial inferiority of Asians. Films such as Ghost in the 
Shell (2017), Avatar: The Last Airbender (2010), and Dr 
Strange (2016), are key examples of Asian whitewashing 
and subsequent sources of backlash in recent years. 

The controversy following Asian whitewashing reflects 
a shift in what audiences value in film. Authenticity is 
vital, whereas the pretty face of a bankable Hollywood 
starlet no longer sells. This is also an indication of the 
changing power dynamic in Hollywood as an institu-
tion: in the age of the internet it is well within the peo-
ple’s power to shape the films they want to see by using 

social media as a forum for education and criticism on 
the many archaic practices in film. 

Encouragingly though, it appears the people have been 
heard. Crazy Rich Asians (2018) and To All the Boys I’ve 
Loved Before (2018) were both unexpectedly success-
ful Asian-led films and were catalysts for somewhat of 
an Asian representation renaissance. Upcoming films 
Mulan (2020) and Marvel’s Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings (2021) demonstrates a new-found appetite 
for Asian stories and a promising reflection of societal 
progression.

Of course, there are lesser known films integral to this 
renaissance. A standout is The Farewell (2019), a beau-
tiful American film about a Chinese American woman 
who returns to China to say farewell to her terminally 
ill grandmother. Although the film is nuanced in the 
differences between Chinese and American, in essence 
it is an exploration of a person struggling to identify 
herself between two vastly different cultures. Another 
notable one is Pixar’s 2018 short Bao (2018), which, set 
in modern-day Canada, tenderly paints the struggle of 
a Chinese mother suffering from empty-nest syndrome. 
Though Bao is again nuanced it is a story that is univer-
sal in its themes of motherhood, loss, and loneliness. 
Both films are not only a rare departure from the stale 
stereotypes of Asian people, they are also refreshingly 
sincere depictions of the Western-Asian experience – a 
group whose stories are seldom told.

Ultimately, there are countless compelling stories to be 
told about Asian people, and more simply: people every-
where. All it requires is a small leap of faith from film-
makers, and from the audience, a willingness to experi-
ence the unfamiliar. As society moves forward, let’s hope 
for the continued portrayal of underrepresented groups 
on film, so art can truly imitate all life.
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Does Uber Works?

The app, Uberworks, was made available for download 
on Friday 13th October. It’s exclusive to Chicago in the 
US, where it had a year-long test phase. It is expected to 
release widely. 

Uberworks allows both employers to post listings of 
available jobs in a particular area and job seekers to 
compare rates before signing up for shifts. It is aimed at 
cleaners, hospitality and warehouse workers. In short, it 
automates the work of traditional recruitment agencies.

This has already seen some success in the UK; Where 
startups, Tempo and Syft, for example, have employed 
thousands of temporary staff with a similar model. 
Whereas in the US market, similar apps have been avail-
able since 2012. 

The rise in casual and temporary employment is an 
example of the so-called ‘gig economy.’ The gig economy 
means that instead of a permanent job or employment 
contract, workers take short-term shifts when there’s 
demand. Professional services firm, PwC, estimate that 
the ‘gig economy’ could be worth around £43 billion by 
2020. Whether it’s Deliveroo couriers or Uber drivers, 
companies working within the gig economy often utilise 
technology platforms to recruit workers into this tempo-
rary form of employment. 

However, the gig economy isn’t all sunshine and rain-
bows. The ‘gig economy’ has been criticised by some as 
exploitative, with workers lacking the rights of tradi-
tional employment or an insecure income. For example, 
major cities in the UK have seen industrial strikes by 
Deliveroo couriers over their pay and working condi-
tions. Notably, London saw a nine-hour boycott by Uber 
drivers in May; this was staged a day before the company 
saw its IPO valuation at $82 billion.

However, supporters point to the flexibility and conven-
ience of these apps; often fitting their shifts around their 
lifestyle. This includes having another permanent job or 
full-time study. Others point to the current costs of re-
cruitment agencies, who act as a middle-man, in hiring.
Deliveroo’s survey of its workforce reported 21% of its 
couriers were full-time students and 60% were under the 
age of 25.For students looking at part-time employment, 
it remains to be seen whether ‘gig economy’ employers 
like Deliveroo and now Uberworks are a positive devel-
opment. 

By Adonay Berhe

“21% of its couriers were full-time 
students”
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Is there a recession on the horizon and how 
will it affect Bath students?

I think if I could tell with absolute certainty there was 
a recession coming up then I could skip the rest of my 
degree and get to work on my prophetic hedge fund or 
advising job at Number 11. What I can tell you is what 
the key market indicators are saying, what looks likely 
and then, should there be a recession, how it will poten-
tially impact students at Bath.

Typically, in the recession predicting business, there are 
several important indicators that can provide insight 
into potential economic outlook. One of the most 
consistent indicators has always been the US Treasury 
yield curve. This is the relationship between the yields 
(interest investors receive) on short term and long 
term bonds issued by the Government. Generally, in 
a healthy economy, yields on long term bonds will be 
higher than those on short term bonds because there is 
more risk involved on the part of the investors to lend 
money for longer periods as that invites greater uncer-
tainty. Inversion of the yield curve, where long term 
yields are less than short term (normally the compar-
ison is made between the 3 month and 10 year yields) 
is indicative of investor uncertainty with expected low 
inflation and low interest rates, factors typical of a reces-
sion. Each time the yield curve has inverted over the last 
50 years (with one exception) a recession has followed.

The Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) is another key 
marker with figures in recessionary territory. The PMI is 
a monthly survey of investors and key decision makers 
in companies across several industries and weighted 
by comparative contribution to the US economy. The 
PMI is currently showing a recession, demonstrating 
decreased investment and confidence in the economy. 
On top of this, global growth has slowed significantly 
from 3% to 2.3% so far in 2019, with both the UK and 
Germany experiencing periods of contraction this year, 
India and China seeing significant growth slowdown 
and even US growth faltering.

Despite these indicators, a recession is by no means 
certain. Scepticism in the market has been fuelled by 
global trade tensions, so relief provided by agreements 
between the US and China or Europe may reinvigorate 
markets and restore investor confidence. It’s also impor-
tant to note that while growth may have slowed, most 
economies aren’t yet contracting so there is still hope for 
recovery before recession hits. However, with so many 
indicators pointing the same way it’s crucial to under-
stand what a recession means for students.

Many of us at Bath were too young to fully grasp the 
impact of the 2008 financial crisis, which we’re still only 
just recovering from. Unfortunately, if we are entering 
another recession we certainly will understand its effects 
more acutely, although the scale will be far from that of 
2008. One of the landmark features of a recession is a 
rise in unemployment and sadly, as people are about to 
enter the job market, that’s about the last thing we want 
to hear. As businesses start to cut costs and insulate 
themselves, they’re going to be cutting existing staff and 
reducing investment in new ones. Following the 2008 
crisis, UK unemployment rose to heights of 8.4% in 
2011, with youth unemployment reaching over a mil-
lion. These are not particularly encouraging stats to hear 
should an upcoming recession mirror the last. Things 
could be particularly bleak for international students, 
with some countries previously seeing unemployment 
rates surge upwards of 25%. Beyond difficulties entering 
the job market, the effects of a recession may also be felt 
at the University itself with departmental and society 
budget cuts possible as was seen across higher educa-
tion post-2008. A rise in student numbers to increase 
revenue could also follow, a reaction common during 
the last recession.

Recessions are not uncommon, and while a 2020 reces-
sion might delay your jump into the job market, you’ve 
likely got 50 years before you retire, so I wouldn’t worry 
too much.

By Tom Marsden
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LGBT+ Dating Apps
By Scott Campbell

If you are on a dating app, you’re either single (second 
most likely), cheating on your partner (third most likely) 
or doing research for an article (most likely). Whichever 
one applies to you, it doesn’t matter, we have all now 
arrived in the 21st century version of the bar that your 
parents met in. The only difference between the two is 
that un-requested nudity is now the custom, and you are 
more likely to see a miserable ‘dick pic’ than to get the 
round of drinks your friend swore they were going to 
get this time. But enough about the general and vague: 
I want to talk about the importance of LGBT+ dating 
apps. Though be advised, this isn’t a ‘how to’ manual for 
your first Grindr hook-up.  

I downloaded my first LGBT+ dating app, Hot or Not 
(crass, I know), when I was 15. Living in the sticks and 
not knowing anyone else who was LGBT+, simply seeing 
the existence of others like me was more than a libera-
tion; I felt as if I had tapped into an underground world, 
electrifying and strange, and I wanted to dive further 
into this intriguing scene. Around the same time, my 
friends at school had downloaded similar apps, and we 
would sit around in breaks swiping similar faces left 
and right until it became a routine to judge and dismiss 
shapes based on superficial traits. The only difference 
between myself and my friends? When I downloaded 
any dating apps, I had to go into the settings of the app 
and change it, to the ‘other’ setting, the ‘different’ setting, 
the ‘subordinate’ setting; gay. 

With exclusively LGBT+ apps such as Grindr and Chap-
py, Scissr and Her ever on the rise, the LGBT+ dating 
scene seems to be more accessible and accommodating 

than ever before. There are more places for the LGBT+ 
community online, and more importantly, more places 
online where we don’t have to dive into settings to cater 
the app to us. Liberal capitalism and dedicated LGBT+ 
activists have done that for us. So here we are, at a far 
more promising stage than we were 5 years ago. But 
there is still much more work to do.

When LGBT+ people aren’t represented online, it’s 
because they aren’t represented in reality. The minori-
ties of this world don’t have the leisure of abandoning 
self-promotion indefinitely, instead it is a constant job in 
addition to your 9-5, and it’s not even lunchtime yet, let 
alone a smoke break. What still lacks in all these apps, 
and the app market is representation of the smallest of 
small voices; everyone in-between the default labels 
within gender and sexuality. This is always the largest 
flaw and struggle for the LGBT+ community, making 
sure we represent everyone within our family and not 
just the cisgender, gay, and male… 

LGBT+ dating apps send me the same message as 
LGBT+ characters in films and TV, LGBT+ artists and 
public figures, even LGBT+ cartoon characters. The 
message isn’t necessarily that we are being listened to or 
even valued and respected - we still lack that privilege 
all over the world. The message is that we are starting to 
change reality. We are taking what we deserve. And we 
are moulding the future for the next generation so they 
don’t have to change the world to fit in.

“we are changing reality. We are taking 
what we deserve”
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The 2019 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to the 
Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed, in part for his 
work to end conflicts in the Horn of Africa. In the words 
of the Nobel committee’s chair, it was to recognise Abiy’s 
“efforts to achieve peace and international cooperation, 
and in particular, his decisive initiative to resolve the 
border conflict with neighbouring Eritrea.”

The 43-year-old, Dr Abiy Ahmed Ali, has been com-
pared to former US President Barack Obama, himself a 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, for his attempts at reconcilia-
tion, charisma and broad appeal. 

He was elected in April 2018 as the first Prime Minister 
from Ethiopia’s largest minority, Oromo. Ethiopia is 
Africa’s second-most populous nation behind Nigeria. 
In his first hundred days, Dr Abiy pushed for reforms to 
lift the country’s state of emergency, release thousands 
of political prisoners and end media censorship. This 
has been despite fierce opposition that culminated in an 
attempted coup this year. 

The former Intelligence Officer has won acclaim in-
ternationally for his role to end the stalemate between 
Ethiopia and its former colony Eritrea, the so-called ‘No 
War, No Peace’ situation that has prevailed since 2000. 
Land borders have reopened, and short-haul flights are 
possible between the countries, once at war. 

Ethiopia has been beset by political turmoil and ethnic 

divisions, with millions displaced and thousands killed 
from ethnic conflict. Born from different ethnic groups, 
to a Muslim father and Christian mother, unusual in 
Ethiopia, Dr Abiy has pursued a policy of ‘medemer’ or 
‘to add together’ in Amharic to heal these divisions.

In the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia mediated the peace deal 
that saw Sudan transition to democracy after its dictator 
Omar al-Bashir was removed in a coup d’état.

In winning this year’s award as the 100th recipient, the 
Ethiopian PM has beaten teenage climate activist, Greta 
Thunberg, who had been the betting favourite. 

Last year’s award went jointly to Dr Denis Mukwege and 
Nadia Murad for their work to end sexual violence in 
conflict zones.

Ethiopian Prime Minister wins 2019 
Nobel Peace Prize

By Adonay Berhe

“attempts at reconcilitation, cha-
risma and broad appeal”
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The 6 Spots to Study in Town
By Freya Jackson

Separating your personal space from your work life 
can be incredibly challenging as a student with a busy 
timetable, and an overwhelming temptation to write 
your essay curled up in bed. While the library is an 
easy solution for some, for others the idea of being sat 
surrounded by students manically typing is a gateway to 
panic and anxiety. Therefore over my time in Bath I have 
hunted down the best cafes to work in, offering a change 
of scenery, and normally my most productive hours of 
work.

Forum Coffee House
Situated on St James Parade, this café is perfectly de-
signed for working, with a large open space and big 
tables. There are also sofas that you can sink into at the 
back and if you have a sweet tooth, the carrot cake is a 
must! 

Boston Tea Party on Alfred Street 
It took me a while to realise there was more than one 
BTP in Bath, and while the one situated in Kingsmead 
Square primarily serves food and coffee on the go, the 
one on Alfred Street is ideal for essay writing. The huge 
study space will almost always offer free tables that are 
vital for group meetings. Plus, they have one of the best 
breakfast menus in Bath so you can start your day of 
studying well fuelled!

Society Coffee
An independent coffee shop filled with unique art, 
Society Coffee is a must visit! The staff always welcomes 
you with a huge smile and the coffee is incredible. The 
notice boards on the walls will keep you updated on the 

goings-on in Bath, such as the events happening, job 
opportunities or research studies to take part in. 

Café W
On the second floor of Waterstones you will find Café 
W. Often filled with elderly couples, this is the perfect 
escape in a city full of students. The huge windows are 
also a bonus, with the natural light pouring in giving you 
some much needed inspiration. Feeling peckish? Try the 
tea cakes!

Café Nero on Dorchester Street
Although I try to support local businesses as opposed to 
chains, there are some perks in this particular Café Nero, 
one being that it is open until 9pm. So, if you are a night 
owl this could be the spot for you. The other advantage 
is that O2 customers can receive a free hot drink, of any 
size, after 12pm on Tuesday or Wednesday.

Flo’s Cafe
Situated in the Virgil building on Manvers Road, Flo’s 
was opened earlier this year by the SU, and has since 
beem decked out with brand new sofas. As well as 
serving Starbucks coffee, they also offer food like pizzas 
and bagels. Although the Virgil building is notoriously 
known for being busy, the seating area in Flo’s is often 
free during the day in term-time (although the same 
can’t be said during exams!).
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Joker (Review)
5 Stars

By Elie Breton des Loÿs

If you follow the news, it’s impossible to miss 2019’s 
hottest movie, Joker. The media, especially across the 
Atlantic, has been paying a lot of attention to DC’s new 
production and has gone in length to describe how it 
justifies white male violence or even incel groups. Well, 
they couldn’t be more wrong.

Joker is, as many have suggested, one of this year’s best 
movies. From a viral teaser that showed Joaquin Phoe-
nix in costume, to the 8 minute standing ovation at the 
highly respected Venice Film Festival, the movie has 
always managed to create a lot of expectations. This is 
especially true online, where comic books fans were ea-
ger to find out if Phoenix could save the Joker after Jared 
Leto’s awful performance in Suicide Squad (Why would 
they make the Joker a rap loving gangster?). And boy he 
didn’t disappoint!

One can only fall in awe while watching the life of Ar-
thur Fleck unfold. He’s a failed comedian caring for his 
old mother, who evolves in a world that becomes crazier 
every day, yet he still believes he’s there to “spread joy 
and laughter”. Phoenix perfectly conveys the fall of a 
man who tries so hard to cling on to hope but ultimate-
ly becomes a victim of the society he lives in. Arthur’s 
descent to hell is a terrifying yet beautiful one. We see a 
man who had nothing become a hero to all of those who 
feel as lost as him. Although the comparison to Heath 
Ledger or Jack Nicholson seems expected, Phoenix plays 
on a different, almost spiritual, level and gives one of his 
best work yet.

Surprisingly enough, the man who gave us The Hango-
ver Part II and III manages to support Phoenix’s amaz-
ing performance by giving him an amazing universe to 
evolve in. Never has Gotham looked so gritty and lost, 
thanks to the amazing cinematography, writing and 
Hildur Guðnadóttir’s haunting soundtrack, the support-
ing cast, Zazie Beetz and the esteemed Robert De Niro. 
The film never becomes boring, instead it rather esca-
lates in power and ends in a forty-minute finale that sim-
ply is breath-taking. It’s at this point that Joker becomes 
more than a movie, it’s an experience that has to be lived.

Joker is indeed political, more than any other super-
hero movie has ever been (with the exception of Zack 
Snyder’s Watchmen). Although simplified for main-
stream audiences, the film’s message remains clear and 
important: in a world where the elite looks down and 
ridicules the disfranchised, violence erupts. It is not, as 
many journalists suggested, a justification for white male 
violence but in fact a warning for societies that mistreat 
the poorer classes: Don’t treat people like clowns, or they 
will come for you…

So yes, Joker isn’t your everyday superhero film: it’s 
violent, shocking and indeed a modern masterpiece that 
uses a pop culture icon to deliver a poignant and person-
al message. It is therefore no surprise that the film has 
already won prestigious awards and will undoubtedly get 
more nominations for the 2020’s Oscars where Joaquin 
Phoenix should -hopefully- win an award for his impec-
cable performance. If you’re hesitating, well don’t. Run to 
see Joker on the biggest screen you can, you won’t regret 
it!

“one of this year’s best movies”
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Lover - Taylor Swift (Review)
By Ryan Arnold

Taylor Swift is in love. It’s not the first this has happened, 
but now things seem pretty serious – she’s definitely not 
fifteen anymore. 

Lover follows the dark and dull sixth Taylor Swift’s studio 
album Reputation like the playful baby elephant behind 
its parents. Swift’s seventh LP opens with a shrug of the 
shoulders – lifting herself away from the whirlwind of 
mass media coverage that infiltrated every aspect of her 
life towards the 2017 release. I Forgot That You Existed 
perfectly and playfully sets the album up for a much 
cheerier record, that doesn’t dwell on the troubles of Tay-
lor’s celebrity life, but graciously appreciates what she has 
and what she’s been able to learn upon the way.

Early on in Lover is the album’s title track. It might be 
the best love song of this decade. I’ll be staggered if 
Taylor isn’t belting this one out at around half 11 at night 
covered in confetti. Then at the album’s midpoint comes 
Paper Rings when the Old Taylor certainly can come to 
the phone right now because she’s alive and well. It’s so 
distinctively Taylor, doing exactly what her earliest fans 
have probably hoped for for years.

But Paper Rings is rare dash of originality, because like 
much of Swift’s recent material, there is a strong influ-
ence from artists that have defined what female-led pop 
music sounds like: Lana del Rey, Lorde and St. Vincent. 
This doesn’t come as too much of a surprise though, 
as Bleachers’ Jack Antonoff has a production credit on 
almost every track (and probably 70% of pop music from 
2010 onwards). But it does remain true that Swift can 
only react to trends in pop music, rather than set them.

Later in Lover, London Boy is a cute sightseeing tour of 
the capital and all the ways she fancies this new lad – 
although the tour takes an awfully harrowing turn when 

she’s having pints with the rugby boys which, frankly, 
sounds like a terrible time. The brilliant False God fea-
tures the refrain “religion’s in your lips… the altar’s in my 
hips” – surely the dirtiest thing to come out of Taylor’s 
mouth, ever. 

Asides from hopelessly falling in love, Taylor is also 
learning and uses some of the songs to tackle issues such 
as LGBTQ+ rights, gender equality and US politics, albe-
it rather clumsily. There’s an odd attack on Leo DiCaprio 
for his uber-masculinity and You Need To Calm Down is 
a weak attempt at LGBTQ+ allyship.

Lover is, apart from a few filler tracks, one of this year’s 
best pop albums. Her past three albums have reflected 
the breakups and frustrations that Taylor has experi-
enced but this time her optimism steers this record to-
wards the best work she’s ever managed. It even features 
Taylor Swift’s second-best song of all-time with its title 
track (only second-best because nothing will ever beat 
Shake It Off - arguably the greatest pop song of all-time).

“It might be the best love song of this 
decade.”
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It’s time to ditch the dumbbells and turn your training 
to braining. See if your mind is in shape with this issue’s 
sports quiz:

What was the name of the runner who recently 
became the first athlete to run a marathon in 
under 2 hours?

In which marathon was this record set?

Which country hosted the Rugby World Cup 
this year?

Petr Cech has joined which ice hockey team 
as a goalie? 
Colchester Eagles
Leyton Buzzards
Guildford Phoenix

Other than being Liverpool’s last two manag-
ers, what other relationship do Jürgen Klopp 
and Brendan Rodgers have? 
They are brothers-in-law 
Rodgers is Klopp’s landlord
Rodgers was Klopp’s assistant at Mainz

Let’s get Quizzical 

Answers:
1. Eliud Kipchoge, 2. Vienna marathon, 3. Japan, 4. Guildford Phoenix 5. Rodgers is Klopp’s landlord

TEAM BATH WALK ON WATER
Take a look at some of our best wins this month:

Hockey
Men’s 1’s vs Dean Close 4 - 3

Men’s 3’s vs Bristol 2 - 1
Men’s 5’s vs Bournemouth 2’s 3 - 1 

LCouples vs Gloucestershire 1’s 4 - 1
Ladies 6’s vs Richard Huish 1 - 0

Netball
Women’s 1’s vs Gloucester 59 - 40

Women’s 2’s vs Bristol 40 - 37
Women’s 3’s vs Winchester 54 - 34
Women’s 4’s vs Plymouth 50 - 35

Football
Men’s 1’s vs Swansea 3 - 2

Women’s 1’s vs Portsmouth 2 - 0
Women’s 2’s vs Plymouth 2 - 0

Men’s 3’s vs Exeter 2 - 1

Volleyball
Men’s 1’s vs UWE 3 - 0

Women’s 1’s vs UWE 3 - 0

A strong start to the season for the Mighty Bath. There are many sports still yet to start 
their competitive season, so tune into the next issue to follow more of our winners.
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Team of the Week

A gorgeous SULIS pitch set the stage for Team Maths’ 
first outing of the season against Management and 
despite it being a friendly, there was nothing amicable 
about the performance from the boys. 
After some class counter-attacking from the reds, a cut 
back to Matt Oliver saw the ball slotted into the bottom 
right corner to put the boys 1-0 up.

This counterattack caused trouble all day with some 
lovely stuff going through the middle and out to the 
flanks. Toby Nave grabbed himself 2 goals (a penalty and 
a well taken finish after dribbling around the keeper), 
taking the reds 4-0 up after the 1st third. 

A completely new outfield 10 took to the pitch for the 
next third and the quality of play was no different. Some 
well worked play down the left wing saw some good 
chances for the lads but their keeper stayed strong. At 
the end of the 2nd third the score stood 4-1 thanks 
to a quality free kick from Management - won after a 
bone-shattering crunch from Thwaitesy - and even if 
Gummo was 8 foot, there was no saving it. We’ll let you 
off for that one Jack. 

The final third saw Nathan take to the bench after some 
expectedly class display. 

It kicked off again with some saucy play, lovely flicks 
from the midfielders, and a well worked move down the 
right led to Lucas notching his first Team Maths goal 
with a lovely outside of the boot finish. A Jenko header 
from a mesmerising Alfie corner made it 6-1 to Team 
Maths, capping off a very impressive outing from the 
men in red. 

A promising start to the season as we look to do the 
double double and we have all the faith in the world that 
with this squad, we can get it done. TMTID!
 
Final score: Maths 6 - 1 Management
Goals: Toby x2, Matt O, Ewan, Lucas, Jenko)
Man of the Match - Ewan Thompson different 
class today and even notched his first goal of the season 
from a lovely corner.
Dick of the Day - Sibbo for his refereeing display 
and for getting crunched twice by the same person.

By Aaron Hope
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On a chilly October evening, on a busy U1 jolting its 
way up to campus, Chastity was perched on her sticky 
seat with her housemates ready to relive their youthful 
days and spend their Wednesday night at the cultural 
phenomenon…Score. Not being in a sports team, this 
wasn’t Chastity’s normal night of choice, but as she sat 
on the bus, surrounded by the warm bodies, feeling 
light-headed from the drinks she downed at Pres, a 
smile crept over her face as she flushed at the breast. 
Tonight would be a good night, she thought to herself.

As she stepped off the bus into the brisk evening air, 
she felt someone brush closely beside her in a hurry. 
Her breath caught in her throat as an Adonis of a man 
turned to her and uttered a husky ‘sorry’ and rushed off, 
but not before holding smouldering eye contact with 
her for a beat longer than normal. She stood breathlessly 
watching his large physique saunter away in his tight 
chinos, she hated to see him leave but loved to watch 
him go. He was closely followed by a group of other boys 
chanting ‘U-B-R-F-C’. A rugby boy then, she thought. 
They might have a bad reputation, but she couldn’t resist 
the thought of seeing him again. 

Soon she was inside the SU, surrounded by swirling 
and gyrating bodies. Her friends had whisked her away 
to the bar where Chastity selected two of her favourite 
drinks; orange VKs with a straw placed in each. Armed 
with a cold VK in her warm hands, a head full of dreams 
and sensual thoughts swirling, she advanced into the 
mass of people. Pushing through the blockades of hard, 

exposed skin and outrageous outfits, she could feel her-
self getting excited. 

Unconsciously she found her herself drawn to the in-
famous depths of the SU, simply called ‘Rugby Corner’. 
She had heard tales of this place but had never ventured 
here alone before. 

She could just about make out the pool tables through 
the people in front of her, when a large body hit her 
arm, sending one of her VKs flying and covering both 
of them in sweet, sticky liquid. Chastity was about to 
explode at this buffoon, but as she saw the bicep in the 
tight blue shirt, she realised it was the boy from the bus. 
Strangely she didn’t mind being covered in VK quite so 
much now.  

“I’m so sorry!” he exclaimed breathlessly.
“You seem to say that a lot” she replied coyly. 
He stared at her as a look of recognition came across 
him and a smile crept across his lips. 
“You’re the girl from the bus, I’ve been looking for you, 
how about I buy you another drink and we play some 
pool? You look like you can handle a cue” he said with a 
wink. 
“Darling” replied Chastity, as Angels played over the 
speakers “I’m an expert at putting balls in holes”.

Chastity Scores
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Horoscopes

Aries
Mars moves into your partnership sector this month, making it the perfect opportunity to hash things out 
with your mate. So if you’re still giving your housemate the cold shoulder for stealing your milk, it’s time 
to say sorry. This month is all about forgiveness.

Taurus
The universe wants you to focus on choosing a career path this month. Don’t feel limited by what other 
people expect. If you’re stuck with nowhere to go, you can always run for a position on the SU committee 
and live out your university years forever.

Gemini
This is a month when your skills of diplomacy and adaptability come to the fore. Be the mediator in your 
household and don’t get involved in the drama.

Cancer
As Jupiter moves into your life sector this month, it is time to grab life by the horns. Say yes to everything 
and be spontaneous, unless it’s a Friday night at Zero Zero’s.

Leo
Know your boundaries this month, but don’t be afraid to test them. Be a risk taker and order that fourth 
double pint of Snakebite, just make sure someone is there to carry you home.

Libra
As Venus leaves your money sector, it is time to be less frivolous with your cash. Remember to always 
budget enough money for necessities, like Happy Hour double pints and Score tickets.

Scorpio
The cold weather leaves you longing for romance. Download Tinder and find yourself that someone spe-
cial, but be patient as you’ll have to filter through the Spa students to find your ‘Uni of ’ Prince Charming.

Capricorn
Your impatience and drive is leaving you burnt out only a couple weeks into the first term. Leave the li-
brary from time to time and take a break; no one is going to steal your spot.

Aquarius
This month you’re suffering with severe FOMO as deadlines keep you in the library instead the pub. But 
don’t worry, they’re not having as much fun as you think.
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Puzzle Corner

What room do ghosts avoid?

The living room

What do you call a cleaning 
skeleton?

The Grim Sweeper
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What’s On

The Farmers’ Market
Tuesday 29th October 2019

The Farmers’ Market is returning to Parade on 
Tuesday 29th October 2019 from 11:30 to 14:30. 
The SU have a variety of exciting stalls on offer 
from Spanish Homemade to Mr Roast Potato. It’s 
the perfect excuse to try locally and sustainably 
produced treats! 

Lessons from the Past: Reconnecting 
the Diaspora
Tuesday 29th October 2019

The University of Bath Race Equality Network are 
providing an interactive lecture on African civili-
sations, the royal history of the continent and les-
sons for the future. Join them from 18:00 to 20:00 
in CB 3.15 for the lecture and a group discussion 
about the modern black British identity. 

RAG Fireworks
Saturday 2nd November 2019

Head down to the city of Bath fireworks organised 
by Bath Rotary Club! Grab your tickets from the 
SU website for £5.50 each or two for £10. Gates 
open at 17:30 and the fireworks start at 19:00. All 
profit goes towards the RAG’s big four charities: 
Genesis Trust, Samaritan’s Bath, Wicked Weather 
Watch and Great Western Air Ambulance. 

World Café
Tuesday 19th November 2019

Calling all international and home students who 
want to learn about different cultures and meet 
other students! The SU are hosting their weekly 
World Café between 16:15 to 18:00 in the Plug. 
Throughout the year you’ll have the chance to 
speak with guests from various SU Groups who 
will showcase the activities that they have on offer. 

Hampton Court Palace
Saturday 23rd November 2019 

Spend the day at King Henry VIII’s former home 
on Saturday 23rd November! See the Great Vine, 
planted in 1768, and get lost in the world’s oldest 
hedge maze. Tickets are £25 which includes travel, 
entry to the palace and a private guided tour. Grab 
yours from the SU website now. 
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